
Year 7 Humanities Term 1
History Booklet

INVESTIGATING
THE ANCIENT PAST

Name: _______________



01 Introduction to History

Sentence Level Writing - Because-But-So

The study of history is important because ____________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

The study of history is important but _________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

The study of history is important so __________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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02 Time Periods in History

Terminology Meaning

BC

AD

BCE

CE

Circa

Sentence Level Writing - Because-But-So

Timelines are a useful tool to help us learn because __________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Timelines are a useful tool to help us learn but _______________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Timelines are a useful tool to help us learn so ________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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My Personal Timeline
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03 Analysing & Using Sources

Primary Sources Secondary Sources

A primary source is any source of
information that was created at the time
under study.

A primary source serves as an original
source of information about the topic being
studied.

Types of primary sources include artefacts,
documents, diaries, photographs,
autobiographies and recordings.

A secondary source is any source that
relates information about the time being
studied that was originally presented
elsewhere.

A secondary source gives information about
a primary source.

Types of secondary sources include news
articles, encyclopedias, biographies and
websites.
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SOURCE STUDY The Pyramid of Giza & the Sphinx
Step One - Source Annotation
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Step Two - Analysis Scaffold

Title of Source:
Circa (approximate date of source):
Category of Source Primary/Secondary:
Type of Source (photo, news item, book, letter, artefact, building, poster, artwork,
music, film, stories, diary entry):

Identify
features: 
language,
images, colours,
symbols

Who wrote,
produced or
made it?

What is
happening in
the source? 

What can we
infer/deduce
(learn) from the
source?

What is the
perspective of
the creator of
the source?
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Single Paragraph Outline

TS: The Pyramid of Giza and the Sphinx are important primary sources that
teach us about ancient Egypt.

1:……………………………………………………………………………………………….

2:……………………………………………………………………………………………….

3:………………………………………………………………………………………………..

4:……………………………………………………………………………………………….

CS: Therefore, these monuments provide key information about the lives of
ancient Egyptians.

Paragraph Writing
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__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Sentence Level Writing - Because-But-So

Historical sources help us learn about the past because ______________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Historical sources help us learn about the past but ___________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Historical sources help us learn about the past so ____________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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04 Prehistoric Ages

View the clip Path of Human Migration and complete the dot
points in the space provided below.
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Summarising & Expanded Sentence

It was during the last ice age that modern humans made
the long journeys leading to the settlement of all the
landmasses except Antarctica.

Who: …………………………………………………………………………..

What: …………………………………………………………………………..

When: …………………………………………………………………………..

Expanded sentence: ……………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

In the southern hemisphere, glaciers covered New Zealand
and Australia. The sea level was approximately 150 metres
lower than today because more water was trapped as ice.
Land bridges joined most of the continents and created
routes for global migration.

Where: …………………………………………………………………………..

What: …………………………………………………………………………..

Why: …………………………………………………………………………..

Expanded sentence: ……………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………
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Terminology Meaning

Paleolithic

Mesolithic

Neolithic

View the clip The Three Stone Ages and add notes about the
three Stone Ages in the space provided below.

Paloelithic Mesolithic Neolithic
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Sentence Level Writing - Because-But-So

The Stone Age is divided into three periods because _________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

The Stone Age is divided into three periods but ______________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

The Stone Age is divided into three periods so _______________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

After viewing the clip Savage Stone Age, brainstorm key facts
from the clip. After brainstorming write five of these facts in the
pace provided below.

SAVAGE STONE AGE - KEY FACTS

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Single Paragraph Outline

Explain the role of archeoligists.

TS: Archeologists build an understanding of people and cultures.

1:……………………………………………………………………………………………….

2:……………………………………………………………………………………………….

3:………………………………………………………………………………………………..

4:……………………………………………………………………………………………….

CS: It is clearly evident that archeologists use many methods to help
understand the past.

Paragraph Writing
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__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

SOURCE STUDY The Lascaux Cave Paintings

View the clip The Dordogne, France: Lascaux's Prehistoric Cave
Paintings, and add important information in the space below.

Facts:
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Step One - Source Annotation
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Step Two - Analysis Scaffold

Title of Source:
Circa (approximate date of source):
Category of Source Primary/Secondary:
Type of Source (photo, news item, book, letter, artefact, building, poster, artwork,
music, film, stories, diary entry):

Identify
features: 
language,
images, colours,
symbols

Who wrote,
produced or
made it?

What is
happening in
the source? 

What can we
infer/deduce
(learn) from the
source?

What is the
perspective of
the creator of
the source?
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Single Paragraph Outline

Explain the importance of the Lascaux cave paintings.

TS: The Lascaux cave paintings are important because they help us learn
about Paleolithic people.

1:……………………………………………………………………………………………….

2:……………………………………………………………………………………………….

3:………………………………………………………………………………………………..

4:……………………………………………………………………………………………….

CS: The paintings are an important insight into the everyday life of ancient
people.

Paragraph Writing
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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EXTENSION: SOURCE STUDY Rock Art of Ubirr Rock, Kakadu
Step One - Source Annotation
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Step Two - Analysis Scaffold

Title of Source:
Circa (approximate date of source):
Category of Source Primary/Secondary:
Type of Source (photo, news item, book, letter, artefact, building, poster, artwork,
music, film, stories, diary entry):

Identify
features: 
language,
images, colours,
symbols

Who wrote,
produced or
made it?

What is
happening in
the source? 

What can we
infer/deduce
(learn) from the
source?

What is the
perspective of
the creator of
the source?
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05 Ancient Australia

View the clip Australian Cave Painting Found to be One of
World’s Oldest,, and add three facts about these ancient cave
paintings in the space below.
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Summary Task

Who:…………………………………………………………………
What:………………………………………………………………...
Where:……………………………………………………………….
Why:………………………………………………………………….

Expanded Sentence: _______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Article

Read the article ‘Aboriginal artwork in the Kimberley could be among oldest in
the world, scientists say’. After discussing the findings with your class, make
three observations about ancient Australian artwork below:

1. __________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________

3. __________________________________________________________________
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SOURCE STUDY
Step One - Source Annotation
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Step Two - Analysis Scaffold

Title of Source:
Circa (approximate date of source):
Category of Source Primary/Secondary:
Type of Source (photo, news item, book, letter, artefact, building, poster, artwork,
music, film, stories, diary entry):

Identify
features: 
language,
images, colours,
symbols

Who wrote,
produced or
made it?

What is
happening in
the source? 

What can we
infer/deduce
(learn) from the
source?

What is the
perspective of
the creator of
the source?
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Single Paragraph Outline

What can we learn from Kimberley Rock Art?

TS:We can learn about how Ancient Aboriginal Australians lived through
studying Kimberley Rock art.

1:……………………………………………………………………………………………….

2:……………………………………………………………………………………………….

3:………………………………………………………………………………………………..

4:……………………………………………………………………………………………….

CS: ________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph Writing

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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06 Ötzi the Iceman - A Historical Investigation

Sentence Level Writing - Kernel Sentences

Kernel: Ötzi is a natural mummy.

Where:……………………………………………………………

When:……………………………………………………………..

How:………………………………………………………………..

Expanded Sentence: _______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Timeline Activity
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Mapping Activity

Title: __________________________________________

Legend:

Complete the steps below:

1. add BOLTS (border, orientation, legend, title and source)
2. locate and identify all countries and seas
3. locate and identify all capital cities

4. locate and identify the Otztal Alps (whereÖtzi was discovered)
5. colour the map
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Note Taking Activity

Read the information
and underline the 5
most significant points
of information from this
text.

Using these underlines,
write 5 dot point facts
about the discovery of

Ötzi.

Your notes should be
brief with only
important information
included. Attempt to
include appropriate
symbols in your notes.
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Source Activity

1. What types of artefacts were found with Ötzi?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

2. What inferences can we make about these artefacts?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

3. How do these artefacts help inform us as to how Ötzi lived?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
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Source Investigation Activity
Who Was Ötzi the Iceman?

Directions: Use the clues to make predictions about Ötzi the Iceman. First, write down your observations about what you see in each image.
Second, analyse the images and make a prediction about what they tell us regarding Ötzi and life in prehistoric times. Third, complete the
significance column with your teacher to explain why each image is important.

Clue Observations: Describe
what you see in the clue.

Prediction: What might this
clue tell us about Ötzi the
Iceman and prehistoric

times?

Significance: Why is this
clue important?

(Complete this with your
teacher.)

Clue #1:
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Clue #2:

Clue #3:

Clue #4:
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Clue #5:

Clue #6:
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Clue #7:

Clue #8:
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1) After analysing all of the clues and their significance, what can you conclude about the life of Ötzi the Iceman?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2) What are three questions that you still have about Ötzi or prehistoric times?

1, _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

34



Autopsy Activity

Office of Paleoanthropology
Dr. N. der Thal
South Tyrol Museum of Archaeology
Bolzano, South Tyrol, Italy

________________________________________________________________________
__ REPORT OF INVESTIGATION BY THE MEDICAL EXAMINER

NAME:Otzi the Iceman GENDER: male AGE: 45 HEIGHT: 5 FT 3 IN WEIGHT: 110 LBS

CAUSE OF DEATH:❏ violent❏ suicide❏ sudden

❏ suspicious, unusual, or unnatural

Investigating Agency: South Tyrol Museum of Archaeology
____________________________________________________________________________

Figure One shows a mapping of the groups of tattoos
and pain sites found on the body of the victim. In total
there are 61 tattoos made from fireplace ash.

The victim was also found to have an arrowhead
embedded in his shoulder and four cracked ribs from
being frozen in the ice. The arrow pierced the shoulder
and lodged in the lung causing blood loss. The arrow's
shaft had been removed before death, and close
examination of the body found bruises and cuts to the
hands, wrists and chest and a blow to the head. One of
the cuts was to the base of his thumb that reached
down to the bone but had no time to heal before his
death.

Analysis of the stomach contents revealed the partly
digested remains of ibex meat, suggesting he had a
meal less than two hours before his death.

DNA analyses revealed traces of blood from at least

four other people on his gear: one from his knife, two
from the same arrowhead, and a fourth from his coat.

The victim would have died quickly but not instantly.
Figure One

PROBABLE CAUSE OF DEATH MANNER OF DEATH

Blood loss from a
posterior puncture wound
through the lungs, blood
vessels, and scapula.

❏ Natural❏ Homicide

❏ Suicide❏ Accident

I hereby declare that after receiving notice of the death described above I took possession of the remains
and made inquiries regarding the cause of death in accordance with Section 27-65998738. Date:
__________________ Signature: ____________________________________________________
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Varying Vocabulary Task

1. Brainstorm a list of adjectives as an alternative to ‘important’ to describe
Ötzi.

Ötzi was an important discovery.

________________________ _________________________
________________________ _________________________
________________________ _________________________

2. Write a topic sentence about Ötzi that incorporates one of your chosen
adjectives and includes an appositive.

TS: _________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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Single Paragraph Outline

TS: The investigation of Ötzi the Iceman proved that he died as a result of
_________________________________.

1:……………………………………………………………………………………………….

2:……………………………………………………………………………………………….

3:………………………………………………………………………………………………..

4:……………………………………………………………………………………………….

CS: ________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph Writing

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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